Selective extraction of haemagglutinin and matrix protein from Sendai virions by employing trifluoperazine as a detergent.
Incubation of trifluoperazine, a local anaesthetic, at concentrations higher than the cmc with Sendai virus particles produces the selective solubilization of the haemagglutinin neuraminidase (HN) and matrix (M) proteins. This phenomenon involves aggregation of the Sendai virions and therefore the separation of HN and M from the rest of the particle can be performed by bench centrifugation. The supernatant contains the HN and M proteins and HN, once inserted into liposomes, elicits its own biological activities. Therefore, the method seems suitable for purifying large amounts of HN.